AMENDED & ENACTED 9/11/12

AMENDED 9/11/12


Introduced by Council President Bishop and Co-sponsored by Council Members Boyer, Carter, Crescimbeni, Gaffney, Holt, Jones, Love, Lumb, and Yarborough and amended by the Rules Committee: 


ORDINANCE 2012-500-E
AN ORDINANCE NAMING THE PLAYING FIELD AT THE BASEBALL GROUNDS OF JACKSONVILLE AS “BRAGAN FIELD” IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JACKSONVILLE SUNS OWNER PETER BRAGAN, SR.; PRESERVING EXISTING NAMING AND/OR SPONSORSHIP RIGHTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Peter Bragan, Sr., a native of Birmingham, Alabama and a veteran of service in France and Germany in World War II, was a successful automobile dealer in Birmingham when his lifelong love of baseball led him to buy the Jacksonville Suns Southern League team and move to Jacksonville in 1984; and


WHEREAS, under Mr. Bragan’s leadership the organization has experienced tremendous success, winning five Southern League championships in conjunction with several different major league team affiliations, leading the Southern League in attendance for many years, and becoming the most successful franchise in Jacksonville’s long and storied history of minor league baseball; and


WHEREAS, when the citizens of Jacksonville approved the Better Jacksonville Plan in 2000, and the construction of a baseball facility, Peter Bragan, Sr. bargained hard with City officials to ensure that the new Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville would serve the multiple functions of being a state-of-the-art stadium with great amenities for the fans, a showplace public facility for the City, and a home for the Suns organization with a fair lease that would help ensure the profitability of the team for years to come, all of which have come to pass; and 


WHEREAS, in his nearly three decades in Jacksonville, Mr. Bragan became a beloved figure on Jacksonville’s sporting scene, renowned for his love of baseball, his devotion to the Suns franchise, his ability to entertain with a tall tale or a song, and his personal connection with everyone he met, from politicians and VIPs, to players, coaches and team employees, to the average fan in the stands; and


WHEREAS, Peter Bragan, Sr. enjoyed life to the fullest, and left the City a shining example of how success and happiness can come from honesty, integrity, humor, and caring; and

WHEREAS, the City believes that the best way to commemorate Peter Bragan, Sr.’s contributions to the City of Jacksonville is to name the playing field at the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville “Bragan Field”; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Playing Field at the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville named “Bragan Field”.
The City of Jacksonville does hereby officially name the grass and clay playing area at the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville located at 301 A. Philip Randolph Boulevard, as “Bragan Field”, to be commonly referred to as Bragan Field at the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville.  


Section 2.

Naming and Sponsorship Rights Preserved.   This ordinance shall not diminish or affect the existing rights of the City of Jacksonville, or the obligations of Baseball Jax, Inc., related to the sale or licensure of the naming and/or sponsorship rights associated with the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville. 

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/ Steven E. Rohan________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Steven E. Rohan
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